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Reform to Infractions Section of CUSG Election Code
Bill History

The Spring 2010 election had some positive and negative outcomes. While we saw some of the largest turnout in recent history, issues regarding election offenses also arose. All candidates in the election recognized the need for a reform to the offense section of our Election Code. Currently, the code lists a very limited number of offenses, and leaves out extensive amounts of election offenses that could substantially affect the outcome of an election if committed. Of utmost importance to this student government is that the officials that are elected to office are done so in a manner that inspires integrity in the candidates and trust from the student body. This bill will alter section 6 of the election code to properly address appropriate election offenses. Below is a brief explanation of the changes being made and the reasoning for the changes.

Section 609 of the election code shall be amended to state that while this chapter provides a complete integration of punishable election offenses, the Commissioner will still accept complaints that lie outside those stated in this section in order to alter the election code as needed in the future. This revised section will also state that the election commissioner will refer serious violations of university policies to the University Judicial Affairs office.

The following offenses will be added into the election code with the passage of this code. Many of these offenses can be found in the 2001 version of the election code. An amendment will read that any violation of a CUUF policy will result in 2 infraction points per offense committed by the candidate. This amendment is to show respect to the Universities policies concerning facilities use. If student groups are required to follow University CUUF policies than candidates for election shall as well. An amendment will read that the harassment or intimidation of any candidate or student by another candidate for the purpose of influencing the outcome of the election shall be held liable for 5 infraction points per offense. An amendment will read that no candidate may physically vote on another CUSG member’s ballot even at the consent of the individual, and doing so will result in 5 points infraction per occurrence. The reason behind this is to ensure our democratic system of one person one vote. An amendment will be added to state that no candidate shall violate residence and dining hall policies while campaigning and doing so will result in 2 infractions per offense. An amendment will be added to state that no candidate may campaign in any University library and doing so will result in a 2 point infraction per occurrence. An amendment shall be added to state that no candidate may use their title as an employee of CUSG to advocate for the endorsement of or against any candidate, initiative, constitutional amendment, or initiative and doing so will result in 2 points infraction per offense. A clarifying clause will be added stating that this rule pertains to all members of the CUSG Joint Boards, Advisory Boards, Commissions, Committees, and Executive Staff but not to Representatives-at-large, Senators, or Executives. The reasoning for this is that while it is acceptable for elected officials of CUSG to express their viewpoints of what is best for the government, it is not appropriate for appointed and hired individuals to express their views as though they are being supported by CUSG. An amendment shall be added that states that no candidate shall use an email list created by CUSG, its cost centers, joint boards, or advisory boards to campaign for or against a candidate, initiative, constitutional amendment, or referendum and doing so will result in 5 infraction points per offense. The reason this infraction is so high is due to the incredible influence a campaigning on a large email list could have on the student body. Students could misconstrue receiving the biased emails as their cost center or board instructing them to vote in a specific manner. An amendment shall be added that states that no candidate shall offer a voting student a job within CUSG in exchange for a vote. An amendment shall read that no candidate may offer a student monetary compensation or payment of any other luxury good or service in exchange for a vote. In keeping in line with the one student one vote mentality, both of these shall carry 5 point infractions per offense. The purpose behind these two amendments is to ensure that no candidate is in essence buying the election. An amendment shall state that no candidate shall tamper with, hack, or in any way alter the electronic system that records student votes and doing so will result in 10 infraction points and an immediate referral by the election commissioner to the Judicial Affairs office. A final amendment shall be added stating that the election commissioner shall have discretion when interpreting these election offenses which can be challenged in the CUSG appellate court.


By adding these election offenses I believe that we will have a very large and sufficient integration of all election related offenses. The additional offenses and associated infractions points will hopefully provide for effective and fair elections.

Bill Summary

The amendments outlined in the bill history shall be added to the 2010 CUSG Election Code. These changes will attempt to improve the efficiency and fairness of elections by adding additional election offenses and related infraction points for those offenses. 
THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED:

Section 1: Section 609 as it stands shall be removed from the CUSG Election Code

Section 2: Section 609 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: CUUF Policy Compliance – A violation of any Policy on the Use of University Facilities (CUUF) shall result in 2 infraction points per offense.

Section 3: Section 610 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Harassment - Harassment as defined by the University of Colorado qualifications, of any student or candidate by another candidate aimed at affecting the outcome of the election shall result in 5 infraction points per offense.

Section 4: Section 611 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Voting for CUSG Members - No candidate may ever physically vote on another CUSG member’s election ballot and doing so shall result in 5 infraction points per offense.

Section 5: Section 611 (b) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: A candidate voting for another CUSG member shall be defined as a candidate filling out and submitting a paper ballot for or physically voting on a CUSG member’s electronic ballot. 
Section 6: Section 612 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Campaigning in University Libraries - No candidate shall campaign in any University of Colorado at Boulder library and doing so shall result in 2 infractions per offense.

Section 7: Section 613 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Violation of Housing and Dining Hall Policies - No candidate shall violate residence and dining hall policies while campaigning and a violation of any of these policies shall result in 2 infraction points per offense.

Section 8: Section 614 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Use of Official Title in Campaigning - No candidate may use their title as an employee or officer of CUSG to advocate for or against any candidate, initiative, constitutional amendment, or referendum and doing so will result in 2 points infraction per offense.  
Section 9: Section 614 (b) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: This offense pertains to all members of the CUSG Joint Boards, Advisory Boards, Commissions, Committees, and Executive Staff but not to student elected Representatives-at-large, Senators, or Executives.

Section 10: Section 615 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Abuse of CUSG Official Email Lists - No candidate shall use an email list created by CUSG, its cost centers, joint boards, or advisory boards to campaign for or against a candidate, initiative, constitutional amendment, or referendum and doing so shall result in 5 infraction points per offense.

Section 11: Section 616 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Bribery - No candidate shall offer a voting CUSG member a job within CUSG in exchange for a vote. Nor shall any candidate offer any monetary compensation or other luxury good or service in exchange for a vote.

Section 12: Section 605 (b) of the UCSU Election Code shall be amended to read: Under this section campaigning shall be constituted by wearing apparel, stickers, or buttons; displaying or distributing posters or handbills; creating, preparing, or printing materials; sending electronic mail; creating or updating a website; or making telephone calls or speeches that advocate for or against a candidate.

Section 13: Section 617 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Alteration of Election System - No candidate shall tamper with, hack, or in any way alter the electronic system that records student votes and doing so will result in 10 infraction points and an immediate referral by the election commissioner to the Judicial Affairs office.
Section 14: Section 618 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: Integration of Punishable Election Offenses - While this chapter provides a complete integration of punishable election offenses, the Election Commissioner shall still accept and review complaints that lie outside those stated in this section in order to alter the election code as needed in the future.

Section 15: Section 619 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: The election commissioner shall refer all serious violations of University policies to the office of Judicial Affairs regardless of whether the violation constitutes an election offense.

Section 16: Section 620 (a) shall be added to the CUSG Election Code to read: The election commissioner shall have discretion when interpreting these election offenses. The election commissioner’s interpretation of these offenses can be challenged within the CUSG Appellate Court.

Section 17: This bill shall take effect upon passage by the Legislative Council and upon either obtaining the signatures of two Tri-Executives or the elapse of six days without actions by the Tri-Executives.
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