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Resolution History

Fossil fuels are a major contributor to climate change'. CUSG has recognized this, and on
May 2, 2013, the student legislative council passed 78LCRO06, a resolution urging CU to
decrease and to eventually cease its investments in the fossil fuel industry. CU’s commitment to
reducing its environmental impact extends beyond this resolution. In 2007, CU signed the
American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC)’. The ACUPCC
acknowledges that “ACUPCC institutions have agreed to take immediate steps to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions”. In 2010, CU named Moe Tabrizi the first director of campus
sustainability in order to further CU’s goal of a more sustainable campus’.
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CU Boulder uses the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment, and Rating System (STARS)
as a way to assess its sustainability performance, and in 2014, STARS awarded CU Boulder a
Gold ranking with a score of 72.45 out of 100 possible points®. Achieving a Platinum rating - a
national first for a major University - would reinforce CU’s sustainability reputation. We have
the opportunity to improve our rating by raising our Operation score; this will be done partially
through reducing the CU Boulder campus use of fossil fuels. CUSG’s Sustainability Think Tank
has identified central air conditioning systems as a major type of cooling used in campus
buildings’. Central air conditioning uses a high amount of energy when compared to other
cooling systems, and the primary energy source for campus cooling is natural gas®. The
Sustainability Think Tank has further identified evaporative coolers as a viable cooling
alternative to other campus cooling systems because evaporative coolers function especially well
in Colorado’s dry climate, and are a cost-effective and energy efficient cooling source’

Evaporative coolers are a commonly used alternative cooling source, and they have
already been installed in many major buildings on the CU Boulder campus, including the Center
for Community®, the new Recreation Center completed in 2014°, the Space Science Data Center,
the Roser ATLAS Building, Wolf Law, and the Athletics Practice Facility. Introducing them into
more campus buildings and including a student presence in their installment plans would help
CU Boulder to decrease its energy use further. This would not only improve the campus
Sustainability Tracking, Assessment, and Rating System (STARS) evaluation in the Operations
category, it would support CU’s larger goals of a more sustainable campus, greater student
engagement, and increased transparency in the University system.

Resolution Summary

This resolution seeks CUSG’s full support for ongoing Sustainability Think Tank efforts to
reduce the energy use of cooling systems by introducing evaporative coolers in viable existing
and future buildings on campus, and CUSG’s full support of the Think Tank’s ongoing efforts to
raise awareness of evaporative cooling and its use on campus among students and the greater
community.
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Whereas, CU’s Campus Environmental Policy and Campus Sustainability Plan supports
decisions that reduce the administration’s environmental impact'’;

Whereas, the ACUPCC supports decisions that reduce the administration’s environmental
impact'’;

Whereas, the STARS evaluation has identified the amount of energy used in CU’s building
operations as higher than necessary'”;

Whereas, the Sustainability Think Tank has identified the campus dependence on central air
conditioning as environmentally concerning;

Whereas, evaporative coolers can be just as effective at cooling in dry climates as central air
conditioners'?;

Whereas, Colorado in particular has been identified as a good environment for evaporative
coolers'*;

Whereas, evaporative coolers can effectively cool large, multi-storied structures';
Whereas, evaporative coolers use as much as 75% less electricity than central air conditioning'®;

Whereas, evaporative coolers usually cost less than central air conditioning to purchase and to
install'’;

Whereas, Home Energy reports the operation costs of evaporative coolers as 4 to 10 times less
than that of central air conditioning'®;
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Whereas, CUSG has a distinguished legacy of leading initiatives and practices that reduce the
use of energy on campus;

Whereas, central air conditioning uses an inefficient amount of energy that contributes to CU’s
environmental footprint;

Whereas, CUSG and the Sustainability Think Tank believe that more sustainable alternatives to
central air conditioning should be implemented in a greater number of campus buildings;

Whereas, CUSG and the Sustainability Think Tank believe that student and community
awareness of evaporative cooling and its use on campus should be increased;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislative Council of the University of Colorado
Student Government, that:

Section 1: CUSG fully supports the Sustainability Think Tank’s ongoing effort to implement
evaporative coolers in all viable buildings on campus. This resolution includes current buildings
and future buildings.

Section 2: Upon passage of this resolution, the Sustainability Think Tank will begin the
development of a significant, long-lasting partnership with Facilities Management directed
toward the continued installation of evaporative coolers in viable buildings on the CU Boulder
campus. This Think Tank - Facilities partnership will seek to maximize energy efficiency while
considering and accounting for the unique challenges presented by each building. This will
include drafting financial projections for installation costs versus energy savings and looking at
other pre-existing large university models. The partnership will also seek to maximize student
and community awareness of the campus use of evaporative cooling so that people are
meaningfully involved in campus development, and so that the campus will exist as a model of
energy efficiency for the greater community and for other campuses.

Section 3: Upon passage, this resolution will be distributed to the UMC, the Recreation Center,
CUSG executive staff, CUSG Sustainability Think Tank, The Environmental Center, Residence
Hall Association, Housing and Dining, CU Athletics, and media sources.
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Section 4: The bill shall take effect upon final passage in Legislative Council and upon either
obtaining the signature of two Tri-Executives and the Legislative Council President or the lapse
of six days without action by the Tri-Executives.
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